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Welcome to English II Honors and Advanced Honors! Within this course we will cover a wide range of subject matter.  The focus is “World Literature.” Through the reading and discussion of various novels, plays, poems, essays, short stories, and expository writing, we will try to understand conflict and how it shapes and influences our world.


In my classes, I set high expectations, and I challenge you to invest yourself so that you can achieve more than you think possible.  I look forward to working with you and seeing your growth over the course of the year.

Required Texts:    

Throughout the course of the year, students will be asked to read material in a variety of formats. Some of our reading will be done from the textbook, Holt McDougal Literature. Additionally, we will be reading novels throughout the year. Some copies will be available for student use. Students are also encouraged purchase copies of novels to be read in class or to find digital copies where available. These novels will be used for the major projects that students will complete throughout the year. It is helpful for students to have their own copies of the novels so that they have the ability to highlight and annotate as they read. Novels may be read in the form of a paper novel, or on an electronic device such as an e-reader.
 

Novels/plays that we will read include:

· How to Read Literature Like a Professor: Foster  (This was summer reading)
· Lord of the Flies: Golding
· Julius Caesar: Shakespeare 
· Night: Weisel
· Wuthering Heights: Bronte
*This list is subject to changes or additions.
Writing:
We will write in a variety of modes this year, including persuasive, narrative, and expository.  In addition, we will study grammatical conventions, vocabulary building, elements of fiction, the short story, persuasion, and research. 
Plagiarism Policy:
Plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated. If a student is found to have plagiarized any part of a document handed in, they will be asked to redo the assignment for a late grade. If a second plagiarism offense occurs at any time throurought the duration of the school year, the student will receive a zero for that assignment. 
Expectations:

In my classes, I set high expectations, and I challenge students to invest themselves in their work so that they can achieve more than they think possible.  I expect for all assignments to be completed to be completed on time and to the best of their ability. Students should actively engage in class daily, whether that be through reading, writing, discussion, group work, etc. I expect for students to have an positive attitude and a willingness to be challenged and to challenge one another.
Classroom Norms:

1. Respect is everything! Respect yourself, your teacher, your peers, your property.  If we all abide by this rule, there is no need for any others.

2. Be prompt to class. Schoolwide tardy policy applies. Students who are not present in the classroom, seated, and ready to work when the bell rings are considered tardy.
3. Be prepared for class.  Bring proper texts, completed assignments, an open mind, and a good attitude.

4. Be polite.  Do not speak when I am talking or teaching, when students are responding, or groups are presenting.
Absences/Make up Work:

It is the responsibility of the student to get the notes, homework, and other assignments from the days missed.  Students must make arrangements with me to make up tests and other missing assignments.  Whenever you are absent, please first check my webpage to see what assginments you may have missed. Students will be given 5 days from the day they return to school to turn in all make up work.  Failure to turn in the work will result in the student receiving a zero for those assignments.  All make up work is to be placed in the make up folder only.  
Late Work Policy:

It is imperative, due to the fast pace of the course, that students turn in work on time.  However, on a rare need for late work, we will adhere to the following guidelines:
· I will accept late assignments for only 2 days past the assignment’s due date.

· The top earning potential for a late assignment is 80% of its original value.
· After the two allowed days, this assignment will receive a zero.
-Please note that an issue with a printer is not an exuse for a typed assignment to be turned in late. In this event, students are welcome to email their paper to me.
Supplies Needed:

· Notebook dedicated to only this class

· Paper

· Pens and pencils

· Highlighters
I am looking forward to a great year!
Sincerely,

Mrs. Sarah Reynolds
